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Minutes of the PCC meeting Wednesday 21st July 2021
at the Wilson Centre
2021/52- Meditation & Prayer (JF)
JF directed us to Matthew Ch 9 v35-36, teaching the need for us to “become nurturers”  to care for, encourage and respect those around us.
2021/53 - Members Present – Matt Levinsohn, Brian Wake, Mark Nile,
Christine Ayers, Lewis Ayers, Cheryl Moore, Paul Clayton, Gill Clayton, Steven Firth. Jane Firth, Jenny Lewis, Mike Shaw.  
2021/54 - Apologies for absence – Terry Reed, Ann Moss.

2021/55 - Approval of the minutes
The minutes of the PCC meetings held on 19.5.21 and 30.5.21 were approved.

2021/56 - Matters arising from the minutes
a) 2021/39(h) ML and Christine Burnell have completed the Safeguarding audit.  There are 2 follow up actions: 
· Prepare an “Electronic communications and social media policy”.  Action ML/Christine Burnell
· Develop a safeguarding action plan.  Action ML/Christine Burnell
JL advised that the PCC needs to formally adopt the “Diocesan Safeguarding Policy”.  The policy will be circulated to PCC members.  Action MS
b) 2021/51(a) – ML confirmed that Chris Brown/ML are organising a picnic / BBQ on the green on Saturday 31st July.

2021/57 - Correspondence (MS)
The following items of correspondence have been received:
a) Communication from the Archdeacon dated 16.7.21 regarding updated Corona guidance.
b) Communication from the Diocesan office regarding the Guided Pledge 2022.  This will be included as an agenda item in Sept.  Action MS/LA
2021/58 – Safeguarding (CB)
See actions under 2021/56 above.

Report from Christine Burnell:  There have been no reported incidents at St Mary’s Church in the past 2 months.  Following the last PCC meeting, the help and support was very much appreciated and the Safeguarding Audit for this year has been completed, hard copy will be placed in the Vestry.  An up to date list of DBS holders will also be placed in the vestry.

2021/59 - Worship Committee (CM)
The rota to the end of Aug is in place.  A meeting with ML is planned for early Aug.
2021/60 - Deanery Synod (CM)
The minutes of the Deanery Synod meeting held on 6.7.21 had been circulated.
2021/61 - Finance (LA)
a) The treasurer’s report had been circulated.  

b) Include a reminder on the pewsheet that we have a card reader available, so that donations can be made in church, also, if people aren’t able to attend church then LA is able to receive donations by cheque.  Action SF
2021/62 - Buildings and Maintenance 
Further to 2021/47(b) ML is investigating the provision of a second headset, including microphone, transmitter, receiver.  Action ML
2021/63 - School Matters (JL)
a) JL advised that there’s nothing significant to report on the school. The first face to face meeting of the Academy Council was held on 14.7.21 at the school, but it was largely to say goodbye to Emma Robertson (head).  ML attended as an observer.

b) GC asked if there is a school worship committee, as these can be useful in some schools, although it’s noted that St Mary’s is a smaller school.  JL will investigate.  Action JL
c) ML advised that he plans to discuss Godzone, and possible confirmation classes, with the new head.  Action ML
2021/64 - Communications (website) (ML)
a) ML has prepared a new website with the same address.
b) ML will upload sermons to the website.  Action ML
2021/65 - Covid Risk Assessment (ML)
a) ML tabled a Covid Risk Assessment for services and other events in St Mary’s, prepared by ML, PC and the wardens.  The Risk Assessment was accepted by the PCC.  The document will be reviewed / updated on 30.8.21 and circulated to the PCC for comment.  Action ML
2021/66 - Calendar – future events (ML)
31.7.21 at 1.00pm BBQ and Picnic on the Green.

2.8.21 at 6.30pm Time to Remember – a simple service for any who have lost a loved one during the pandemic for whatever reason.
7.8.21 The suggested children’s event will be amalgamated with the 31.7.21 event.

19.9.21 Meal in church following service. Worship committee to coordinate.  Action CM (Post meeting note: This meal will follow the Harvest service on3.10.21.)
3.10.21 Harvest Festival.  Worship committee to coordinate. Action CM

24.12 21 Crib Service.

24.12.21 Midnight service.

26.12.21 There will be no Sunday service.
2021/67 - Reaching Out (BW)
a) In Jan BW prepared a paper “Reaching out to the village”.  Item 4 reads “Make sure that the system of visiting new arrivals to the village and giving helpful information is actively maintained.”  There have been many new arrivals recently.  This is an opportunity to knock on doors.  Personal contact is very important.  It will be useful to have something to handover. A one page handout will be prepared to include a welcome to St Mary’s, key contacts and phone numbers (ML, etc?), reference to St Mary’s website and Facebook, key future events.  Action BW
b) Consideration will be given to advertising events on Facebook.  In order to reach out to people outside Long Newton, it’s possible to target specific demographics and post codes.  ML will raise with the Worship Committee to decide which events to advertise.  Action ML
c) It was noted that a guidance document is in place to help service welcomers regarding new attendees.  ML/PC to be advised of new people, so that contact can be made.  Action All
d) An agenda item will be added for the Sept PCC meeting “Plans to make disciples”.  Action ML/MS
2021/68 - AOB
a) ML advised that as an extension of the pastoral care team, a visiting team of official church visitors will be put together and training will be provided.  Action ML
b) ML advised that he and PC would prefer not to regularly wear robes at services.  The PCC agreed that clergy will make their own decisions regarding appropriate clothing, dependent on the particular service / event.
Next PCC meeting
Wednesday 15th September 2021 at 7.30pm.
Meditation & Prayer – TBA
Chairman  -  Matt Levinsohn       ……………………………………………………….
Secretary  -  Michael Shaw   ………………………………………………………..

15th September 2021
