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Minutes of the PCC meeting on Wednesday 20th March 2024
at the Wilson Centre
2024/16 - Reflection (PC)
PC directed us to Paul’s first letter to the Christians at Thessalonica Ch 5, v11 and in line with what Paul urged his readers, stressed the importance of our continuing to encourage and help each other because of what Jesus did for us. 
ML will lead the reflection in March.  Action ML
2024/17 - Members Present – Matt Levinsohn (ML), Paul Clayton (PC),
Ben Scott (BS), Brian Wake (BW), Terry Reed (TR), George Stewart (GS),
Lewis Ayers (LA), Steven Firth (SF), Christine Ayers (CA), Gill Clayton (GC),      Cheryl Moore (CM), Ann Moss (AM), Jenny Lewis (JL), Mark Nile (MN).

2024/18 - Apologies for absence – Ann Moss (AM), Mike Shaw (MS).  

2024/19 - Approval of the minutes
The minutes of the PCC meeting held on 17th January 2024 were approved.
2024/20 - Matters arising from previous minutes
None, other than those covered below.
2024/21 - Correspondence (MS)
Standard regular communications have been received and have been circulated to PCC members.
2024/22 - Safeguarding - Christine Burnell (CB)
No issues regarding safeguarding have been reported since the last PCC meeting.
2024/23 - Finance (LA)
a) The treasurer’s report, certified by the auditor, for the year ending 31st Dec 2023 was accepted and the secretary was requested to send a letter of thanks to the auditor, Roger Stevenson.  Action MS
b) The treasurer’s report for the first 2 months of 2024 had been circulated and the contents were noted.

2024/24 - Utilities (LA)

LA had submitted a report on the costs of utilities.  St Mary’s entered into a 3-year contract for gas and electricity commencing in November 2021.  As the 3-year contact expires in November 2024, LA has investigated future prices.  It was agreed to commit to the following:

· Gas: A 3-year deal with Crown Energy at an increase of 10% on our current prices.

· Electricity: A 2-year deal with Eon at an increase of 32% on our current prices.

Action LA
2024/25 – External Giving (CM)

The External Giving Group’s report had been circulated.  CM presented the proposals which were agreed.  A total of £2800 will be distributed: 
£400 to each of The Burgess family (missionaries in Peru), A Way Out, CFM Lighthouse Project, Christian Aid, Daisy Chain, North Air Ambulance, and £200 to Salvation Army (Stockton) and St Teresa’s Hospice (Darlington).

Action LA
2024/26 - Buildings and Maintenance (LA)
a) LA had prepared a Buildings report which had been circulated.  
b) LA reported that since January:

· A new movement detector switch for the pathway lighting has been installed.

· A timer switch for the porchway lighting has been installed in the porch.

· The pathway light has been repaired.

· The boxing for the incoming water pipe has been renovated.

· An extractor fan has been installed in small WC.

· The sump pump failed and has been replaced.

c) Virtually all of the work listed in the 2022 Quinquennial Inspection has been completed.

d) Outstanding work currently includes window repairs and revised pipework to the 2 radiators near the main door.  Action LA
2024/27 - Deanery Synod (ML)

There had been no meeting of the Deanery Synod.  However, vicars have met to discuss discipleship and sharing faith.

2024/28 - Ministry to Children (BW)

BW reported on investigative and consultative work done so far by a group consisting of BW, Jane Firth and Christine Burnell.

2024/29 - General Matters (ML)
ML spoke on:

a) The benefits of the “4” services

b) The importance and benefits of inviting people to services and events

c) The good relationship with St Mary’s School and involvement in school assemblies.

d) The benefits of the men’s and women’s groups
2024/30 - Events / Calendar (ML)
The following were noted:

a) The priesting of Ben Scott at Durham Cathedral on 29th June.
b) The provision of Easter eggs on Easter Day.

c) The quiz with (it was decided) pizzas on 11th May.

d) The various events of Festival Teesside culminating in the Festival weekend 8th / 9th June.

e) Usual arrangements for the APCM service on 14th April.  PC will lead and ML will preach.
2024/31 – Standing Committee (ML)

There has been no meeting since the last PCC meeting.  ML will organise the next one.  Action ML
2024/32 - AOB
a) ML will send Discipleship material to leaders of Home Groups.  Action ML
b) There was some discussion regarding the membership of the Standing Committee, and in particular whether it should consist of only the vicar and churchwardens.
c) The heating of the church on Tuesdays was discussed.  CM will check with David Hay regarding when Tuesday at Ten will resume in church.  Action CM
d) It was requested that ML check people’s availability before including them on the rota.  Action ML
e) It was suggested that for Mothering Sunday there should be a special relevant talk, not one that is part of the then current series.  Action ML
Next PCC meeting
Next Meeting - Wednesday 22nd May 2024 in the Wilson Centre at 7.30pm.

Chairman  -  Matt Levinsohn       ……………………………………………………….
Secretary  -  Michael Shaw   ………………………………………………………..

22nd May 2024
