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Minutes of the PCC meeting Wednesday 19th July 2023
at the Wilson Centre
2023/48 - Reflection (CM)
CM directed us to Psalm 33 which lifts our spirits as we consider the practicalities of this life.

CA will lead us in the reflection at our September meeting.  Action CA
2023/49 - Members Present – Matt Levinsohn (ML), Brian Wake (BW), 

George Stewart (GS), Lewis Ayers (LA), Christine Ayers (CA), Gill Clayton (GC), Cheryl Moore (CM), Ann Moss (AM), Mike Shaw (MS).  
ML welcomed Ben Scott, curate, to the meeting.
2023/50 - Apologies for absence – Paul Clayton (PC), Terry Reed (TR), 

Jenny Lewis (JL), Mark Nile (MN).
2023/51 - Approval of the minutes
The minutes of the PCC meeting held on 17th May 2023 were approved.
2023/52 - Matters arising from the minutes
2023/37 – Living in Love and Faith, ML advised that there has been little progress to report.  ML will update the PCC as information becomes available. Action ML
2023/40(d) – ML will enquire whether some of the grant received to help establish the Sunday afternoon service should be returned when the service moves to a Sunday morning.  Action ML
2023/43(a) – Neither of the homegroups followed the Brighter course.  ML will consider and advise for the autumn term.  Action ML
2023/43(b) – The PCC is most grateful to all those who helped with the Party on the Green held in July.  It was a very successful event.  LA will convey our thanks to Peter of All Saints for organising the archery.  Action LA
2023/53 - Correspondence (MS)
Correspondence has been circulated:
a) Fortnightly Information Round Up from the Diocese.
b) Notice announcing the retirement of Bishop Paul at the end of February 2024.
2023/54 - Safeguarding - Christine Burnell (CB)
a) CB had advised that no issues regarding safeguarding have been reported.
b) ML advised that a new Diocesan Safeguarding Policy document has been released. MS will circulate the policy for consideration at the PCC meeting in September.  Action MS
2023/55 - Finance (LA)
a) The treasurer’s report had been circulated.  The expenditure of £336 on “Services Upkeep General” was queried against the budget of £250.  Post meeting note from LA:  The breakdown of the £336 is as follows: Large candles for altar £110, books and candle gifts for baptisms £47, annual service of organ £166, palm crosses £13.
b) LA advised that the Diocese has requested that we pledge our 2024 Parish Share by the end of October.  The PCC will therefore consider the Parish Share at the September meeting.  LA noted that the Parish Share is capped at 65% of unrestricted income.  In addition, St Mary’s donates 10% of unrestricted income to charitable causes.  Therefore, only 25% of our income remains to cover all other costs.
2023/56 - Buildings and Maintenance (LA)
a) LA advised that St Mary’s has acquired 10 new lighter weight tables.  A letter of thanks is to be sent to the Wilson Drop-In for the donation of funds for the tables.  Action MS
b) Further to item 2023/41(e), LA has researched suitable locks and keys for the church door, and has discussed locks with a locksmith at Darlington who has experience of locks for Victorian churches.  The production of the ideal lock has been discontinued.  A possible alternative is provided with only 5 keys, which cannot be duplicated.  There was concern that 5 keys are insufficient.  It was agreed to put this project on hold for now, but the PCC will be mindful of alternative solutions.  E-bay was suggested.
2023/57 - Deanery Synod (ML)
a) The Deanery Synod has not met since the last PCC meeting.

b) Every 5 years a new Deanery Plan is prepared.  Preparation of the new plan has started and ML is a member of the standing committee.  Seven questions are to be directed to each PCC.  ML will provide the questions in advance of the September PCC meeting for consideration at the meeting.  Action ML
c) At the September meeting the PCC will decide on one representative to attend a deanery vision day in October. 

2023/58 - Review of “The Four” (ML)
a) The Sunday afternoon service, “The Four”, commenced in March with four services held to date and the last one scheduled for 23rd July.

b) ML has received e-mail feedback from the service leaders and general verbal feedback.  ML advised that the consensus is that the positives include the relaxed informal atmosphere around tables encouraging discussion, but the craft activities were not popular with the majority and holding the service during the afternoon has not been particularly successful in attracting new people.
c) It was agreed that from September a similar format of service will be moved to a Sunday morning.  It will still be called “The Four” as it will take place on the fourth Sunday of the month.

d) ML noted that additional service leaders will be needed.  ML will provide the music at these services.

e) The service format will be reviewed again at the March PCC meeting.

2023/59 - Calendar (ML)

ML tabled a draft calendar of special services and social events from September until July 2024.

A quiz and pizza night will be held on 30th September.  Action SF/ML
A ceilidh will be held on 25th November, providing a band can be sourced.  Action SF/ML
After discussion the calendar will be updated.  Action ML
2023/60 - Collections at Funerals (ML)
a) Traditionally financial donations at funerals were directed to the church.  Around 15 years ago, bereaved families started to ask for some of the collection to be directed towards a charity of their choice.  Consequently in 2010 St Mary’s PCC determined that, if the family so wished, the collection would be split 50/50 between St Mary’s and a charity of the family’s choice.  In May 2021, the PCC considered the matter again and decided that the policy agreed in 2010 would remain.

b) ML requested that the PCC agree some flexibility in this policy and he will propose some suitable wording for consideration at the PCC meeting in September.  Action ML
c) Post meeting note:  LA advised that the fee for a simple funeral service in church is £228.  Of this, the church retains £104 and £124 goes to the diocese.

2023/61 - Standing Committee (ML)

Nothing to report.

2023/62 - Dates of future PCC meetings

At the PCC meeting on 17th May it was noted that the school governors’ meetings occasionally occur on the same day as PCC meetings.  In view of JL’s absence, and the dates of future school meetings not being available, this matter was postponed to a future PCC meeting.
2023/63 - AOB
LA noted that some paintings of the church at Elton, and also of St Mary’s, had been donated to St Mary’s, but he was unsure as to their current whereabouts.  LA will liaise with MN as MN was churchwarden at the time of the donations.  Action LA
Next PCC meeting
Next Meeting - Wednesday 20th September 2023 in the Wilson Centre at 7.30pm.

Chairman  -  Matt Levinsohn       ……………………………………………………….
Secretary  -  Michael Shaw   ………………………………………………………..

20th September 2023
