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Minutes of the PCC meeting on Wednesday 17th January 2024
at the Wilson Centre
2024/01 - Reflection (GC)
GC directed us to Jeremiah Ch29, V11-14.  Jeremiah had a very personal relationship with God, and hopefully we feel that same personal relationship, especially as we look forward to the year ahead at St Mary’s.
PC will lead the reflection in March.  Action PC
2024/02 - Members Present – Matt Levinsohn (ML), Paul Clayton (PC),
Ben Scott (BS), Brian Wake (BW), Terry Reed (TR), George Stewart (GS),         Lewis Ayers (LA), Steven Firth (SF), Christine Ayers (CA), Gill Clayton (GC),      Cheryl Moore (CM), Ann Moss (AM), Jenny Lewis (JL), Mike Shaw (MS).  
2024/03 - Apologies for absence –Mark Nile (MN).
2024/04 - Approval of the minutes
The minutes of the PCC meeting held on 15th November 2023 were approved.
2024/05 - Matters arising from previous minutes
2023/27 – Living in Love and Faith:  A factual document has been issued by Bishop Paul.
2023/43(a) – Home Groups / Sharing Faith: Two evening sessions held in St Marys, one on 16th, one during w/c 22nd Jan.

2024/06 - Correspondence (MS)
The Statistics for Mission report for St Mary’s has been completed and submitted.  Other standard regular communications have been received and these have been circulated to PCC members.
2024/07 - Safeguarding - Christine Burnell (CB)
a) No issues regarding safeguarding have been reported since the last PCC meeting.
b) There is ongoing work regarding upgrading the safeguarding hub. The hub records the personal details of people’s safeguarding roles and training, and highlights renewal dates.  Action CB
2024/08 - Finance (LA)
a) The treasurer’s report, the unaudited accounts for year ending 31st Dec 2023 and a draft budget for 2024 had been circulated.  LA highlighted that income for 2023 had been higher than forecast.
b) LA was thanked for his work as treasurer and the budget for 2024 was agreed.

c) The audited accounts for 2023 will be presented at the next PCC meeting.  

Action LA

2024/09 - Buildings and Maintenance (LA)
a) Further to 2023/73, pointing of the boundary wall in front of the noticeboard, bordering the pavement, has been completed.

b) Further to 2023/87 regarding the pathway lighting, we are awaiting an investigation by an electrical engineer.  Action LA
c) Regarding the radiators at the west end of the church, LA and GS have met a plumber and are awaiting a quotation.  Action LA
d) AM queried the purpose of a “box” near a pathway light.  LA explained that the box covers a redundant water isolation valve.  LA will investigate if anything can be done to “tidy up” the box.  Action LA
2024/10 - Deanery Synod (ML)

Following the Stockton Deanery Vision Event on 21st October at All Saints, four meetings for vicars are planned with the themes:

· How to make disciples.

· Help all Christians to tell their story.

· How to help children come to faith.

· What allocation of clergy is needed across the deanery.

The next synod meeting is at the end of January.

2024/11 - Ministry to Children (BW)

BW suggested we should consider how to move forward regarding ministry to children:
· Consider developing a vision / strategy.

· Reconsider the provision of a children’s space in St Mary’s.

· It was noted that All Saints attracts a large number of children.

· It was noted that the Christmas services attracted a good number of children.

· Consider our relationship with the school.

· Consider how to make parents comfortable with their children in church.

· Consider how we attract and look after children who attend without their parents.

· Consider forming a small team to bring some initial thoughts to the March PCC meeting.  Action BW
2024/12 - APCM (ML/MS)
The APCM will take place on Sunday 14th April.  An annual report will be collated using the same format as for 2023.  Action MS
2024/13 - Events / Calendar (ML)
a) ML tabled a proposed calendar of events covering February to July 2024.

b) BW will lead a compline service during Holy Week.  Action BW
c) There will be a quiz on 11th May, BS will organise the quiz questions.  Action BS
d) Consider a village walk on a summer evening, perhaps ending in The Derry.  Action ML
e) In the future, consideration to be given to a faith element being introduced into the men’s and ladies’ events.  What would this be?  Action ML
f) SF advised that the proposed outdoor nativity event considered for December 2023 proved not to be straightforward and as an alternative, outdoor carol singing etc may be considered for 2024.  
g) Following on from the meal at the Thai restaurant in December, consider planning an evening meal, at the Wilson Centre, employing professional caterers, and ensuring that attendees had the opportunity to mingle / socialise.  Further investigation required. Action SF
2024/14 - Wardens’ Meeting (ML)

It was acknowledged that all the Christmas services worked well, particularly the Christmas Eve 6pm service which should probably be repeated in 2024.
2024/15 - AOB
a) BS will attend a planning meeting for Festival Teesside at the Oakwood Centre in February.  
b) Antonia Chapman-Jones has stood down as a school governor.  The current governors are ML, JL, CB.
Next PCC meeting
Next Meeting - Wednesday 20th March 2024 in the Wilson Centre at 7.30pm.

Chairman  -  Matt Levinsohn       ……………………………………………………….
Secretary  -  Michael Shaw   ………………………………………………………..

20th March 2024
