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Minutes of the PCC meeting Wednesday 15th September 2021
at the Wilson Centre
2021/69 - Meditation & Prayer (ML)
ML directed us to Joshua Ch 1 “Be strong and courageous” is repeated three times.  “For the Lord God is with us wherever you go.”  Consider what encourages us. There is much at St Mary’s to be encouraged about.

2021/70 - Members Present – Matt Levinsohn, Brian Wake, Mark Nile,
Christine Ayers, Lewis Ayers, Cheryl Moore, Paul Clayton, Gill Clayton, Steven Firth. Jane Firth, Jenny Lewis, Terry Reed, Ann Moss, Mike Shaw.  
2021/71 - Apologies for absence – None, all present.
2021/72 - Approval of the minutes
The minutes of the PCC meeting held on 21.7.21 were approved.

2021/73 - Matters arising from the minutes
2021/67 – Reaching Out:  A leaflet has been prepared, highlighting future events, for distribution to all houses in Long Newton.  A separate leaflet has been prepared for newcomers to the village.  BW is coordinating.
2021/74 - Correspondence (MS)
The following items of correspondence have been received:
· Letter from the Bishop regarding the Guided Pledge 2022.
2021/75 - Safeguarding (CB)
a) The Diocesan Safeguarding Policy (circulated to the PCC 16.8.21) was formally adopted.

b) Christine Burnell had reported that there have been no reported incidents relating to safeguarding in the past 2 months.  DBS checks have been completed for Cheryl Moore and Mark Nile.  For those who need to undertake training, training is ongoing online as well as face to face.
2021/76 - Electronic Communications Policy (ML)
A document “Electronic Communication & Social Media Policy” has been prepared by ML.  
· Section 4.4(a) - The option to opt out of e-mails is only required when communicating to people not currently on St Mary’s contact list as those on the contact list have given consent.
· Section 4.4(b) - ML clarified that the requirement for a signature only related to official communications, and not to general communications.

· Section 4.8 - The use of the word “all” was queried.

· It was noted that there are a number of typographical corrections to be made.

ML will revise the document accordingly.  Action ML
The policy was adopted in principle by the PCC, subject to the revisions and clarifications.
2021/77 - Covid Risk Assessment Update
a) ML tabled a Covid Risk Assessment, version 10, for services and other events at St Mary’s.
b) Now that after service refreshments are being served indoors, there is a need to take care to avoid overcrowding of the kitchen area.  A serving table will be used to reduce access to the kitchen area.
c) Mask wearing will be encouraged at funerals and other larger events.

d) The risk assessment will be reviewed at the next PCC meeting. Action ML/CA/MN
2021/78 - Worship Committee (CM)
A meeting is to be held w/c 20th Sept to plan future services.
2021/79 - Harvest (CM)

a) Fresh food gifts will be donated to the Moses Project.

b) Other gifts will go to the Hebron Church Foodbank at Newtown.

c) CM is organising a lunch to be served in church after the service.  Tables will be set up before the service.
2021/80 - Deanery Synod (CM)
There has been no meeting of Deanery Synod since the last PCC meeting.
2021/81 - Finance (LA)
a) The treasurer’s report had been circulated.  

b) Our pricing agreement for gas and electricity will come to an end shortly.  It is anticipated that there will be significant increase in tariffs. LA has contacted the “church energy purchasing group” and is progressing our future energy supply deal.
2021/82 - Guided Pledge 2022 (LA)

In 2021 our pledge is £17500.  However, income has reduced due to Covid. LA advised that the unrestricted income for 2022 is forecast to be £24000.  The cap on the guided pledge is set by the Diocese at 65% of unrestricted income.  It was therefore agreed that we will pledge 65% of the unrestricted income ie £15600 for 2022.  If the 2022 unrestricted income turns out to be higher than the forecast, we will also give 65% of that extra income.
2021/83 - Buildings and Maintenance 
Nothing to report.
2021/84 - Use of pulpit (MN)
MN raised the issue of making use of the pulpit during services.  The pulpit has rarely been used for many years.  MN would like to preach from the pulpit as he feels that, for him, this will enable a better connection with the congregation. The PCC has no objection to the use of the pulpit and is happy for the leaders and preachers to decide what suits them best.
2021/85 - School Matters (JL)
ML is now officially a member of the school governing body.
2021/86 - Mission Audit (ML)
ML asked the PCC to consider Mission.
ML tabled a document aimed at mission and outreach. The Church aims to love people, and as part of that loving them to lead them to faith in Jesus that He might transform their lives that they might join in transforming the world.  
Questions:

· How can we encourage people to grow in faith, so they have a faith worth sharing?

· How can we help encourage people to have friends?

· How can we equip one another to be able to share their faith with their friends?

· Are we running events / activities which would appeal to non-church members? Both ones which allow them to explore faith and ones which are just for fun.
ML provided information regarding the demographics of Long Newton, and also data relating to St Mary’s 2008-17.
It was noted that the age range is wide, raising the question of how do we reach out to various ages. 

People will respond as friends.

The majority of the population of Long Newton are of working age.  Their availability to attend events is very limited.

Consider monthly prayer meetings.

ML will run sessions on “Sharing Faith Made Easier”.
The strategy going forward is to be developed.

2021/87 - AOB
Banners:  ML will review the inventory of banners with CA to determine whether or not additional banners would be useful.  Action ML/CA
Next PCC meeting
Wednesday 17th November 2021 at 7.30pm.
Meditation & Prayer – Lewis Ayers
Chairman  -  Matt Levinsohn       ……………………………………………………….
Secretary  -  Michael Shaw         ………………………………………………………..

17th November 2021
